
MINUTES OF A REGUl.AR MEETING OF 
THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

Torrance, California 
July 3, 1956 

The City Council of the City of Torrance convened in a regular meet
ing at 5:30 P. lvl. Tuesday, July 3, 1956, in the Council Chambers, City 
Hall, Torrance, California. 

Those responding to roll call by City Clerk Bartlett were: COUNCIL"" 
l~: Benstead, Orale, Jahn and lsen. ABSENT: COUNCILv~N: Blount. 
Ci ty Manager Stevens and Acti ng City Attorney Re.ne Imeyer were also present. 

At the request of Mayor Isen, lvIr. George Schneider led the salute 
to the Flag. 

The Reverend Mitoon opened the meeting with an invocation. 

Councilman Benstead moved to approve the Minutes of the meeting of 
June 26, 1956, as written. 

Motion, seconded by Counci lman Jahn, no objecti on, so ordered. 

HEARINGS: 

Mayor !sen announced that thl s was the time and place for the fi rst 
public hearing on the Budget for the Fiscal Year 1956-57. 

Councllman Orale went on record as saying he felt the City can 
lnaintain their budget and give an increase in salaries, maintain free 
pickup service and ·still not increase the tax rate. 

Councilman Benstead said he agreed with this thought. 
j'JIayor Isen said he felt the time and place for concern about taxes 

was after receiving the assessment valuations sometime in August. He 
pointed out that the combined budget for the Police and Fire Departments 
is over a million dollars. 

Councilman Benstead commented on the amount of money now on hand in 
the amount of approximately $225,000.00. 

Councilman Orale said he has always been in favor of a cash "carry
over", but believes that a hundred thousand dollars is enough to provide 
an ample margin. 

l~¥or lsen went on record as opposing any unnecessary increase in 
taxes, and said the School Board evidently does contemplate an over-ride 
tax, b~t the two bodies should not be confused in the eyes of the public. 

Co~ncilman Benstead expressed his opinion that the County has raised 
the assesseq valuation of property in the City. 

Councilman Jahn asked if the tax rate wculd be passed tonIght, and 
City Managet Stevens replied that a budget would have to be adopted, but 
the tax rat~ cannot be set until the end of August. 

In reply to another quest i on from Counc i lman Jahn, Ci ty j'Aanager 
Stevens saiq we do not set the taxes now, but if this budget is adopted, 
the fund th~t would change under the final tax rate would be the unapprop
riated reserve. 

ililayor 'sen said we can raise the tax rate to meet the budget if it 
is necessary. He went on to say the question now is whether or not the 
Council apptoves the figures of the proposed budget before them. 

City Manager Stevens explained that a budget has to be adopted so we 
can operate. 

No one came forward from the floor when Mayor Isen invited comment 
on this proposed budget. 

i~layor lsen moved the budget for the Parks and Recreation Department, 
the sum of $164,432.00, be increased by $2,500.00, and that the matter of 
the Torrance Area youth Band be referred to the Parks and Recreation 
Department for their immediate consideration, with the end in mind that 
the Band be placed within the jurisdiction of the Parks and Recreation 
Director and the Parks and Recreation Department. 
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Councilman Benstead said he felt it should only be recommended that 
the Band meet with the Parks and Recreation Commission for consideration 
of their problem. He said he believed that Mr. Van Bellehem, Parks and 
Recreation Director, has a plan to discuss with the Y0uth Band. 

Councilman Benstead seconded the motion. 
Counci lman Jahn asked if the meeting should not be left at the 

discretion of the Parks and Recreation Commission, but the question of the 
money be referred back to the Council. 

r,layor Isen explained this would have to be done. 
City Manager Stevens said if the money is put into their bu~get 

for that purpose, it will have to be used for that purpose and no other. 
Counci lman Benstead said the ,noney would be dispensed by the Hecrea-

tion Department. :/. 
lvlayor Isen amended his motion to specify that expendi ture or: ~l}e 

money for this purpose would be subject to the approval of the City 
Counci 1. 

Councilman Benstead accepted the amendment in his second to .the 
motion. 

Mayor Isen amended his motion further to earmark the money specific
ally for this purpose and no other. 

Counei Iman Benstead accepted the amendnent in hi s second to .the 
motion. 

Commissioner Tillim, Chairman of the Parks 
was present, and asked what would happen to the 
did not choose to associate themselves with the 
Commission. 

and Recreation Co~nission 
money if the Youth BanJ 
Parks and Recreation' 

City ivIanager Stevens said the money would be returned to the. General 
Fund. 

lVlotion carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: 
Benstead, Jahn, Isen. NOES: COUNCIu'JiEN: Drale. ABSENT: 

COUNCILJJIEN :
COUNCILiv.lE~:. 

Blount. 
Councilman Drale asked to qualify his vote by saying he was not 

opposed to letting the Band have the support of the City, but before 
voting to make the money avai lable, he would like to see the agreemet1},t 
worked out with them and the Parks and Recreation Department., 

,'Jiayor Isen ordered the Hearing continued unti 1 Tuesday, July: (d",). 
1956, at 8:00 P. M. 

Councilman Drale moved the budget be adopted as prepared with~tt,t. 
an increase in taxes. 

Mayor Isen pOinted out to Counci L11an Drale that his ,notion was <i)ut 
of order, at least until the second Hearing has been held. . 

ELLINWOOD !h/lPROVEh/lENT DISTRICT - 1911 ACT - STREET LIGHTING: 

A letter dated June 29, 1956, from City Engineer R. W. Bishop' 
submitted a diagram showing the boundaries of the proposed Distri~t and 
a Resolution determining the nature, location and extent of the lmprove
ment. 

City Clerk Bartlett read: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2956 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE, CALIFO~NIA, DETERlvliNING THE NATURE, 
LOCATION AND EXTENT OF THE PROPOSED IlvIPROVailENT 
OF PACIFIC COAST HIGHWAY AND OTHER STREETS WITHIN 
WHAT IS KNOWN AS ELLINWOOD IIvjPROVE,viENT DISTRICT 
BY THE CONSTRUCTION AND INSTALLATION THEREIN OF 
A STREET LIGHTING SYSTE1Vi; THE GENERAL BOUNDAiUES 
OF THE PROPOSED ASSESSi"IENT DISTRICT; AND THE 
STATUTE UNDE~ WHICH IT IS PROPOSED TO CONDUCT 
THE PROCEEDINGS FOR SUCH LdPROVErJIENT. 



Councilman Benstead moved to dispense with further reading of the 
Resoluti on. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Jahn, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote of those present. 

Counci lman Benstead moved for adoption of Resolution No. 2956. 
;'.~otion, seconded by Councilman Jahn, carried unanimously by roll 

call vote of those present. 

WRITTEN CO·;bruNICATIONS: 

1. A memorandum dated June 29, 1956, from G. Whi tacre, License 
Inspector, to A. H. Bartlett, City Clerk, recommending the Termination of 
oil well bonds Nos. 7927 and 7928, ,vlorton & Kohlbush and Pacific American 
Oil Company, because these bonds have been replaced by two bonds from 
Continental Casualty Company. 

CounciLnan Benstead moved to concur with the recommendation Jnade by 
J\iir. Whitacre. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Jahn, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote of those present. 

2. A letter dated June 25, 1956, from J. B. Cogan, Treasurer of 
Longren Aircraft Company, asking an extension of their lease and other 
arrangeQents to protect lenders, so Longren can secure more satisfactory 
financing for their plant at the Torrance lViunicipal Airport. 

City ivlanager Stevens explained that this is a request to clarify an 
option agreement which protects the sublessor on the original lease and 
a request to re-write the lease exactly as it now exists except that it 
will be for a SO-year period from now instead of the length of time now 
specified, so they can secure money to carry out their program. 

From an administrative viewpoint, the City Manager added, he thinks 
the City would benefit from this and he recommended approval of the 
request. 

Counci Iman Jahn asked if the sub-lease agreement as it now stands has 
been approved by the Council, and the City l'Jianager replied that it has. 

Acting City Attorney Remelmeyer confirmed that the only change in 
the lease if this is granted will be in the length of time. 

Councilman Jahn asked if the Airport Commission has seen this 
request, adding that he believes they plan to hold a special meeting on 
July 12, 1956. 

Councilman Drale moved to concur with the recommendation of the City 
lli1anager, subject to approva 1 of the Ai rport Commi ss ion. 

Mr. Cogan was present, and said Longren would be satisfied with thiS. 
lVlayor Isen seconded the motion. 
Councilman Benstead said the motion should specify that Longren 

would bear all expense of this change. 
Mayor Isen said that problem could be solved by having Longren's 

attorneys prepare all the legal work connected with this and thus save 
the City the expense. 

Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote of those present. 

3. A letter dated June 21, 1956, from Daniel Schnabel, Attorney 
for El Rancho Palos Verdes Corporation, regarding the lease at the Airport 
between the City of Torrance and his client. 

The letter outlined a sublease to "El Rancho Rolling Hills" from EI 
Rancho Palos Verdes. 

Ivlayor Isen moved this be referred to the Airport Commission. 
Councilman Jahn said this covered use of certain property as an 

office, and Mayor lsen said it could be specified that this office 
should be used as a motel office only. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Benstead, no objection, so ordered. 

-3- July 3, 1956 
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Communications fro!l1 the City Manage r: 

The following r e commendations submitted for consid e ration and 
approva 1: 

PERSONNEL: 

1. Frank Solis has been appoint ed to serve his pr obationary 
pe riod as Police Offic e r , e ff ective July 1, 1956 , at the 
first salary st e p. (He was No.1 on the Eligibl e List.) 

2. Charl e ne D. Alarcon has been appointed to s e rve he r probationary 
pe riod as Fi I e Cl e rk and Police i>.ilatron, effectiv e June 18, 1956, 
at th e first salary st e p. (Sh e was No.2 on th e Eligible List, 
having been selected as more de sirable for this position than 
the No. 1 person). 

Councilman Benst ead challenged this appointment, asking why the No. 1 
person was not more satisfactory. 

Ci ty ivlanager Stevens said he did not knoVl posi tive ly, but assu med 
that during th e int e rviews she was found to be bett e r suit ed to tb e work 
r equir e d than the No. 1 person. 

Councilman Benst e ad as ke d why, and no one knew th e answe r. 
Councilman Jahn asked if the De partment Head did not have a cho i ce 

be tween the top thr e e on an Eligibl e List, and was told that this Was 
true. 

Councilman Benstead said he do e s not think anyone can determine the 
qualifications of a person without a probationary period, and the No. 1 
person should have a chance. 

Councilman Dral e said he agr ee s that the No.1 per s on on a list 
should be chosen. 

Council!l1an Jahn disagreed, saying th e No. 1 person would not always 
ne cessarily be the pe rson for a specific job. 

This appointment was ord e r ed he ld ove r until th e Council ~e eting 
after Chief of Police Haslno's r e turn fro!l1 his vacation , s o he can 
discuss this with the Council. 

3. Robe rt W. Semos has been apPoint ed to s e rv e his probationary 
pe riod as Park Maintenanc e ivlan , effective June 25 , 1956,at 
the first salary step. (He was No.1 on th e Eligible List.) 

4. Loren Smith has been promot ed from Laborer t o Truck Driver in 
the street Department, effective July 1, 1956, at the ! secmd 
salary st e p. (He was No.1 0 n the Eligible List. ) !. 

Councilman Be nst e ad moved t o concur with It ems 1, 3, and 4 , ~ a$ 
r e commende d by City Manager St ev ens unde r Pe rsonne l. 

iI/lotion, s econd ed by Councilman Oral e , carri e d by th e f o llowing r o ll 
call vote: AYES: COUNCILiviEN: Benst ead,Drale, Is e n. NOES: COUNCIL,jElI! ; 
Jahn. ABSENT: COUNCIL,!iEN: Blount. 

Councilman Jahn explained his vot e by saying h e thought Item 2 
should have be en approved as well, and he preferred to vote tlNotl on all 
Ite!l1s rather than have it exclud ed. 

AWARD OF BIDS ON WATER DEPARTiviENT EQUIPivIENT: 

It cm No.1: 

It em No.2: 

Two six-cylind e r 3/4-ton trucks. 
That the bid of Bacon Sal e s be acc e pt ed , in the 
amount of $2,139.92 aft e r trad e -in allowanc es. 

Two s e rvice truck bodi e s, to fit 1956 3/4-ton 
chassis. That th e bid of K. & K. Body Works 
be acceptcd, in th e amount of $1,157.00 plus 
tax. 

-), -
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Item No.3: 

Item No.4: 

One Wheel Tractor. 
That the bid of Southwest Tractor Sales for 
the Shawnee equipment be accepted, in the 
amount of $4,903.90 plus tax. 

One two-wheel tilt-bed trailer. 
That the bid of Southwest Tractor Sales 
be accepted, in the amount of $444.65 
plus tax. 

Councilman Orale moved to concur with reco~nendations of the City 
ivianager on Iteins I through 4 under Award of Bids on 'Hater Department 
Equipment. 

Councilman Jahn asked the actual difference there was between the 
bid of Bacon Sales and other bids, and City .:ianager Stevens replied 
about 12%. 

l'i1otion, seconded by lVlayor Isen, carried unanimously by roll call 
vote of those present. 

ivlayor I sen asked Ci ty lVianager Stevens if he had any ora I recommenda
tions. 

Mr. Stevens told the Council that in working on the lease to Air 
Logistics Corporation at the Torrance iviunicipal Airport, one of the 
Airport Commissioners has - recommended that a completion bond be posted 
for the building Air Logistics proposes to build at the lease site. 

Councilman Orale moved to concur with this recommendation, and 
that in the future any leases for construction of any type on the 
airport have this stipulation, and the Airport Commission too b~ ~c 
advised. 

i~ioti on, seconded by lviayor I sen, carried unanimous Iyby roll call 
vote of those present. 

ENGINEERING AND PLANNING COivilvilSSIONlv1ATTERS: 

1. CASE NO. 390: (He ld over from tvieet i ngs of June 19 and June 26). 
Transmittal form from Planning Commission recommending approval 
of application of A. lVi. Klwn et aI, for variance to construct 
10' retail stores at 239th Street and Crenshaw Boulevard in Lend 
Use Zone A-I, recommended for approval, subject to Special 
Conditions. Attached was an excerpt from Council ~inutes of 
June 26, 1956. 
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Councilman Orale moved to concur with the recommendation of the 
Planning Commission prOViding ~r. Klum agreed to concur with the recom~ 
mendation of the City Engineer regarding the widening of Crenshaw Boulevard. 

Motion seconded by ~11ayor Isen. 
Councilman Jahn went on record as believing any future land require

ments for widening Crenshaw Boulevard should be satisfied from the West 
side of Crenshaw Boulevard, and the owners on the East side of the street 
have already given 80 feet for the purpose, which he believes to be more 
than fair. 

Counci~an Jahn went on to say that an 80-foot street is all that is 
planned by the County for this stretch of Crenshaw Boulevard. He then 
reiterated his belief that any future widening of Crenshaw should be done 
from the West side of the street. 

Mr. Klur:1 said if the 10 feet is dedicat .ed to the City as recommended 
by the City Engineer, the sidewalk would be on that 10 fect. 

Councilman Jahn asked if giving this 10 feet of land would still 
allow parking in front of the buildings, and ~r. Klurn said the parking 
would be enhanced by allowing the buildings to be only 5 feet from the 
rear property line instead of 10. 

ivlayor Isen asked George Powell, Planning Director, about this 
~ suggest ion. 

~r. Powell replied this would prevent traffic between the buildings 
and protect the trees ther e , as the neighbors had asked be done. 
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At 6:25 P. hI., Mayor Isen declared a recess and the Counci I r e 
convened at 6:35 P. l'll. 

Councilman Drale anended his motion as follows: He moved to concur 
with the recommendation of the Planning Commission subject to a 5-foot 
clearance of the rear property line rather than a 10-foot clearanc c ~ and 
that Mr. Klum conform to the recommendation of the City Engineer that a 
10-foot sidewalk easement be secured. 

,viayor Isen accepted the am ended motion, and it carried unanimously 
by roll call vote of those present. 

2. CASE NO. 393: Transmittal for .'1 from Planning Commi ssiori 
recommending approval of Petition of ~ . E. Weeks for Variance 
and Conditional Permit for purpose of processing chickens
raised on premises, to be sold from store located at 2124 
west 174th Street, being a portion of th e Northwest quarter 
of Lot 66, IvicDonald Tract, between Arlington and Gramercy, 
in Land Use Zone C-2, subject to the Special Condition 
that adequate parking be provid ed. 

Councilman Jahn moved to concur with this recommendation of the 
Planning Commission. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously by 
roll call vote of those present. 

3. TENTATIVE TRACT.MAP NO. 16884: Transmi ttal form from Engin
eering De~artment a~d Planning Commission recommending approval 
of Tentatlve Tract i','lap No. 16884, located southerly of Spencer 
Street and easterly of Henrietta Avenue , containing 60 lots ~ '" 
and presented by II/ir. Richard ,,'leine. Attached: (a) Excerpt 
from Planning Commission ;'lIinutes of June 20, 1956; (b) Letter 
from John R. Patrick, Ass't. to City Engineer dated June 6, 
1956; (c) ~'.jinutes of Regional Planning Commission dated ,~iay 
8, 1956; (d) Le tter from County Hea 1 th Department dated 
Apri 1 26, 1956; (3) Sketch of tract. 

biro R. G. i}iiller, of 1436 darcelina Avenue, came forward and asked 
the Council if they would hold this Tract for two we eks for further 
engineering. 

Councilman Drale moved to concur with this request, and, there 
being no objections, it was so ordered. 

4. Letter from John R. Patrick, Ass't. to City Engineer, submitting 
Fi rst Supplementa I ivlemorandum of Agreement from State Di vi si on of Higlf~ " 
ways. This letter from Mr. Patrick was dated Jun'e 28, 1956. 

City Clerk Bartlett read: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2957 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE ADOPTING BUDGET AND APPROVING 
FIRST SUPPLEuiENTAL ivlEi·;iORANDU1',ji OF AGREEMENT 
FOR EXPENDITURE OF ill~S TAX ALLOCATION FOR 
llIiAJOR CITY STREETS. 

Councilman Scnstead moved to di spense with further reading of the 
Resolution. 

i'Toti on, seconded by Counc i Iman Jahn, carr i ed unanimous ly by roll 
call vote of those present. 

Councilman Bcnstead moved for adoption of Resolution No. 2957~ 
Motion, s econded by Counci Iman Jahn, carried unanimously by roll 

call vote of those present. 

/ 



5. A letter dated June 29, 1956, from George C. Powell, Director 
of Planning, reporting to the Council that the Planning Commission recom
mends to the Council the possibility of employing a Land Use Investiga
tor. 

Mayor Isen referred this to the City ivlanager for a report and 
recommendation. 

City Clerk Bartlett read: 

ORDINANCE NO. 814-

AN ORDI NANCE OF THE CITY COUNCI L OF THE CITY 
.()F ~ JWENDING "APPEND IX I OF THE CODE 
OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE, 1954 rr , TO PROVIDE 
FOR A NEVI C-3 (SOLELY COiviviERCIAL) ZONE. 

Councilman Jahn moved to dispense with further reading of the 
Ordinance. 

ii/lotion seconded by loJlayor Isen, carried unanimously by roll call 
vote of those present. 

Councilman Jahn moved for adoption of Ordinance 814 at its first 
reading. 

lviotion, seconded by l':iayor Isen, carried by the following roll call 
vote: AYES: COUNCILJvJEN: Benstcad, Jahn, Isen. NOES: COUNCIUvIEN: 
Drale. ABSENT: COUNCIUliiEN: Blount. 

Councilman Drale said he did not approve of the reqUirements for 
parking in the Ordinance. 

6. Letter dated July 2, 1956, from R. W. Bishop, City Engineer, 
recommending release of subdiviSion bond on Tract No. 15272, Bond No. 
31-B-19120. Mr. Bishop1s letter said the improvements were complete 
except for the trees which should be planted in the parkways, and said 
he had been informed that this would be handled by the City Attorney. 

Acting City Attorney Remelmcyer said this matter was handled by 
Mr. Hall, who said it would be better to release the bond than have the 
City become liable for it. Mr. Hull also recommends, Mr. Remelmeyer 
reported, that the City file suit to determine the matter. 

Councilman Jahn asked if there was a tree ordinance when this tract 
was passed, and City Engineer Bishop replied that there was. 

Counci lman Drale asked if the bond called only for completion of 
streets, curbs, and sidewalks. 

Mr. Bishop said yes, that the other requirements are in the agree
ments. He went on to say that in the last year or so the bonds covercd 
t r e e s a s we 1 1 • 

Councilman Drale moved to release this bond, and that Mr. Griswold be 
notified that it was a condition of the approval of the Tract that the 
trees be planted, and that the trees are expected to be planted within 
the meaning of the Ordinance, and that if this is not done the City will 
be forced to follow up on it. 

ilAotion, seconded by Councilman Jahn, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote of those present. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2958 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE REQUESTING THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
TO ORDER THE CANCELLATION OF TAXES ON CERTAIN 
PROPERTY ACQUIRED BY THE CITY OF TORRANCE FOR 

PUBLIC USE. 

Councilman Jahn moved to dispense with further reading of the 
Resol uti on. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead. carried unanimously by 
roll call vote. 
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Councilman Jahn moved for adoption of Resolution No. 2958. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously by roll 

call vote of those present. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2959 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE APPROV I NG AGREEfiENT WI TH BOARD 
OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
FOR PURCHASE OF TAX DEEDED LAND AND AUTHORIZING 
THE iliiAYOR AIm CITY CLERH: TO EXECUTE SAID 
AGREEivlENT. 

Councilman Jahn moved to dispense with further reading of the 
Resolution. 

;dotion, seconded by i'Jayor Isen ~ carried unanimously by roll call 
vote of those present. 

Councilman Jahn moved for adoption of Resolution No. 2959. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Drale, carried unanimously by roll call 

vote of those present. 

RESOLUT ION NO. 2960 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AUTHORIZING THE IdAYOR AND CITY CLERK 
TO EXECUTE THAT CERTAIN EJdPLOYivIENT AGREElVlENT 

, WITH JOHN V. RUSSELL. 

Councilman Jahn moved to dispense with further reading of the 
Resolution. 

ivlotlon, seconded by Councilman Drale, carried unanLnously by roll 
call vote. 

Councilman Benstead moved for adoption of Resolution No. 2960. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Jahn, carried unanimously by roll 

call vote. \, 

RESOLUTION NO. 2961 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCl L OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE ESTABLISHING SALARY OF CITY 
IvlANAGER FOR FISCAL YEAR 1956-67. 

Councilman Jahn moved to dispense with further reading of the 
Resolution. 

;,:iotion, seconded by Councilman Benst ead, carried unanimously by 
roll call vote of those pres ent. 

Councilman Drale moved for adoption of Resolution No. 2961. 
Motion, seconded by Counci Iman Bcnstead , carri ed unanimously by 

roll call vote of those present. 

ORDINANCE NO. 811 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUl\fCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE GRANTING TO PACIFIC COAST GASOLINE 
COMPANY, A CALIFORNIA CORPORATION, A FP.ANCHISE 
TO CONSTRUCT, OPERATE AND b;JAINTAIN PIPELINES 
FOR THE TRANSPORTATION OF HYDROCARBON SUBSTANCES 
IN THE CITY OF TORRANCE. 

Councilman Benst ead moved to dispense with further reading of th e 
Ordinance. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Jahn , carried unanimously by roll 
call vote of those present. 
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Councilman Becstead moved for adoption of Ordin&nce No. 811 at its 
second and final rcading. 

iJlotlon, secmded by Councilman Jahn, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote of those present. 

ORDINANCE NO. 813 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AMENDING APPENDIX I OF "THE CODE 
OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE, 19.54" (ADOPTED BY 
ORDINANCE NO. 791), RECLASSIFYING THAT 
CERTAIN PROPERTY DESCRIBED IN PLANNING 
COivLAISSION CASE NO. 372. 

Councilman Jahn moved to dispense with further reading of the 
Ord i nanc'e • 

iviotion, seconded by iviayor Isen, carried unanimously by roll call 
vote of those present. 

Councilman Jahn moved for adoption of Ordinance No. 813 at its 
second and final reading. 

iviotion, seconded by iviayor Isen, carried unanimously by roll call 
vote of those present. 

ORDINM~CE NO. 81.5 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNOL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE CONTINUING A THREE-STEP PAY RANGE 
PLAN AND i','iAKING A CHANGE IN THE SALARIES OF 
THE VARIOUS POSITIONS IN THE CLASSIFIED 
SERVICE OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE. 

Councilman Benstead moved to dispense with further reading of the 
Ordinance. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Jahn, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote of those present. 

Councilman Benstead moved for adoption of Urgency Ordinance No. 81.5 
at its first and final reading. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Jahn, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote of those present. 

ORAL COlvlivIUNICATIONS 
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City Manager, Stevens reported to the Council t£at in granting the ; 
request of the Nati ona I Guard last year for ~~500. eo ,31~g-oNati onal Guard ~, 
had agreed to do certai n thi ngs, i. e., fur ni sh the Armory, per form ~( 7//0/:::6 
specific serVices, and account for the expenditure of the fund given 
them by the City. The City ivianager went on to say that the National 
Guard had kept their agreement, and have now turned over to him a record 
of the money spent. He invited any Councilmen who might wish to do so 
to inspect the report. City Manager Stevens then recommended this report 
be accepted as having complied fully with the terms of the agreement. 

ivlayor Isen moved to concur with this recommendation of the City 
i'.'ianage r. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Jahn, carried by the following roll 
call vote: AYES: COUNCILi'JIEN: Drale, Jahn, Isen. NOES: COUNCILlvlEN: 
None. ABSTAIN: COUNCILlvlEN: Benstead. ABSENT: COUNCIU.iiEN: Blount. 

Councilman Benstead said he wished to examine the report mentioned 
by the Ci ty Manager before voti n9 yes on thi s. 

Acting City Attorney Remelmeyer spoke to ihe Council regarding the 
employment of Mr. James Hall. Mr. Remelmeyer told the Council that Mr. 
Hall has been handling certain matters of great importance to the City , 
and suggested that the Council might wish to retain Mr. Hall as Special 
Counsel unti 1 these matters have been co;-npleted. 
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Mayor Isen directed that this request be held over and the informa
tion presented in written form. 

Councilman Drale asked the status of the curbs, gutters, and side
walks on Prairie Avenue. 

City Manager Stevens said the petitions have been returned, but are 
short several signatures of the required number. He said the School 
District and Edison Company are major property owners in that District 
and will be contacted. The City Manager added that the people in the 
area are still trying to get the additional signatures needed. 

Counci lman Jahn as]{ed about the man the Engineering Department had 
been authorized to hire to secure easements for sewers in the Hollywood 
Riviera District. 

City Engineer Bishop said Mr. R. Heisner has been temporarily 
engaged for this purpose, and has secured 45 easements to date. 

Ci ty lvianager Stevens commented that illr. George Viko has volunteered 
his services to assist the City in this matter. 

Councilman Jahn asked if ~r. Viko was not helping free of charge, 
and the City iVianager said this is true. 

Councilman Jahn noted that the League of California Cities has 
appointed a Committee on Flood Control, and said the purpose of the 
Committee is to me~t with the County Flood Control District about the 
needs of the various cities. He asked if our City would be represented 
on this Committee. 

City j'Jlanager Stevens said he would contact the League of California 
Cities and get this information. 

Councilman Jahn asked City lVianager Stevens about the recommendation 
about night lighting for the airport which came through the Counc! I some 
weeks ago. 

City ivlanager Stevens replied he had received an estimate from Kraus
Hi nBs, who furni sh most airport Ii ghti ng equi pment. He went on to say, 
that the Council would have this information next week. 

Counci 1m an Benstead asked if the J(auffman-Wi lson Construction 
Company has paid for th e trees they removed from along Torrance Boulevard. 

City Manager Stevens said he did not believe so, but could nbt ' say 
pos i tive ly. 

Councilman Bcnstead said he did not want this matter overlooked. He 
suggested that Acti ng Ci ty At torney Reme 1:11c:yer con t<lct Kauffman-Wi Ison 
regarding the trees and see when they intend to pay for them. ' 

Councilman Benstead said he would like to have this information 
given to the Council at their next regular meeting. 

Councilman Drale asked what is being donli about the annexation of 
El Nido, and City Manager Stevens replied it is being processed. 

ivlayor Isen said he had received a copy of ar: open letter which the 
Torrance papers will carry shortly about the Tor.rance Bluebirds, and the 
Mayor presented his c:opy to the City Clerk for reproduction to be qn the 
agenda of the next meeting of the Parks and Recreation Commission. 

Mayor Isen said that Nlr. George Schneider of 636 Calle li:iiramar, 
Redondo Beach, had been aPPOinted to fulfill the unexpired term of Robert 
Jahn on the Airport Commission, the term expiring On July 5, 1956. the 
l';iayor went on to say that he VJas happy to re-appoint i'ilr. Schneider to 
this post for a full three-year tero from July 5, 1956, to July 5, 1959. 

The Mayor asked for a poll of the Council on this appointment, an~ 
the appointment was unanimously approved by thos e present. 
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ililayor Isen then announced that Mr. Rex Hayes, of 421 Calle de Aragon, 
Redondo Beach, had been appointed to fulfill the ter~ of dr. Hilborn on 
the Airport Commission, this term also expiring on July 5, 1956. Mr. 
Hayes, due to the great pressure of his work at this time has had to 
refuse re-appointment. The Mayor thanl{ed ;dr. Hayes for his services, and 
asked the City Clerk to send him a letter to that effect. 

Mayor Isen appointed Mr. Tom Abrams, of 2657 Lofty View Drive, 
Walt~ria, to serve a full term in the vacancy created by Mr. Hayes! 
reSignation. The term is to run from July 5, 1956, to JulyS, 1959. 

il.'iayor Isen asked for a poll of the Counci I on thi s appointment, 
and it was unanimously approved by those present. 

At 7: 10 P. M., Councilman Drale asked to be excused from the meeting 
and left the Council Chamber. 

Mr. Jerry Holloman, Secretary of the Coordinating Council of City 
Employees of the City of Torrance, asked the Council what action was 
taken on the four points his group had recommended for consideration 
by the Counci 1. 

Mayor Isen asked Ci ty Manager Stevens to wri te a letter to ivJr. 
Holloman and answer this question. 

City Manager Stevens said such a letter will be written, and told 
Mr. Holloman that a three-week after ten years of serVice has been 
approved, that nothing has been done on the request for 11 paid holidays 
through the year, and that a plan is under consideration that ww ld 
partially satisfy the request for sick-leave pay at the time of termina
tion of employment with the City. 

Mr. Holloman reported to the Council that he had taken a survey of 
several cities to compare with the wages and benefits they offer to those 
offered by Torrance. He presented copies of the survey to membe~ of the 
Council and the City Clerk. He expounded the pOints of difference quite 
fu lly. 

lvlr. Holloman then read from the Civi I Service pamphlet prepared by 
the City the following: "The City ivlanager shall prepare a wage survey once 
a year"; he said his group asked this be changed to allO\'1 such a survey 
to be; made any time "/ages fall below par. 

Mayor Iscn said such a survey should be made at the instruction of 
the City Council. 

Mayor Isen suggested to Mr. Holloman that he raise this question be
fore the Civil Service Board. 

Mr. Glen Price of 2111 Andreo spoke to the Council as a representative 
of the Torrance Fire Fighters. He presented to the Council the first of 
a series of reports on the firemens working conditions and related matters. 
He added that he would return to the Council meeting of July 17, 1956, 
to answer any questions the Councilman might have about this report. 

Councilman Jahn moved that all bills properly audited be paid. 
ivlot i on, seconded by Counc i Iman Benstead, carr i ed unaniinous ly by ro 11 

call vote of those present. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:25 

APPROVED: 
city Clerk of the City of Torrance 

Mayor -or the City of Torrance 


